Title: Grow & Flourish
Scripture: Ezekiel 16:7, Leviticus 19:33-34,

A moment with Jesus:

| recently went with my children to a place called Arashiyama Bamboo forest. Look it up!
It’s a famous area in Kyoto and we enjoyed walking through it together on our school
holidays.

As | was walking through the different parts of the forest, | looked up in one section and saw
a different looking tree. It wasn’t bamboo like all the rest but it was growing amongst them.
It really stuck out! | immediately thought, “It’s strange that it’s growing right there, because
it doesn’t fit in with the other trees?” As | stopped, observed it and returned home, | felt the
Lord highlight some things to me. | hope the Lord’s encouragement can be a blessing today
for you.

“You are like this tree. You are living amongst a group of people that makes you stick out as
different - REALLY different. But look more closely at the tree.

Is it still growing the way | designed it to grow? Yes.

Is it still allowed to grow there even if it doesn’t match its surroundings? Yes.
Has anyone come and uprooted it because it was different. No.

Has anyone chopped it down because it was different. No.

This tree has been growing and flourishing here for decades...

I have planted you where | want you, right amongst a group of people that look, act, sound
VERY different to you. You WILL flourish and grow exactly how | have created you, despite
being the odd one out.”

Encouragement:

| hope this encouragement from Holy Spirit can bless you today. If you’re living in areas or
working in workplaces where you are the minority, you are the foreigner, you are the odd
one out (maybe for many reasons!) God sees you and He has PLANTED you right where He
wants you. Continue to flourish and grow in the Lord.

Ezekiel 16:7 | made you flourish like a plant of the field. And you grew up and became tall
and arrived at full adornment.

Leviticus 19:33 -34

Do not take advantage of foreigners who live among you in your land. Treat them like
native-born Israelites, and love them as you love yourself. Remember that you were once
foreigners living in the land of Egypt. | am the Lord your God.

Prayer

Lord, Thank-you for the freedom we have in you to grow and flourish where we are planted.
You created us. You love us. Help us love and care for ALL PEOPLE. Help us grow strong in
you, deeply rooted, standing tall - for your glory. Amen.
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