Title: Afternoon melodies

Scripture: Zephaniah 3:17

The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, He will
quiet you with his love, He will rejoice over you with singing.

Story:
In our street we walk past a house that has beautiful piano melodies coming from its
window. It always makes me smile when | walk past.

One afternoon I felt led to pop an encouragement in the letterbox to say how much | love
the sound. But | then thought, “Maybe it’s better if | actually knock on the door and meet
them and tell them personally.” So | put together a little gift pack with a note, some art and
Australian gifts and walked to the house. | knocked on the door and an elderly lady came
out. | introduced myself and shared that my family lives in the same street. | then
complimented the piano songs and asked who plays? She was shocked that | could hear her
melodies and slightly embarrassed but | encouraged her to keep playing everyday.

After 10 minutes chatting - she then invited me into her home...Wow!

We sat in her living room right next to her grand piano. We chatted and enjoyed getting to
know each other better. She is a retired piano teacher and still plays everyday at 85 years of
age. She asked questions about our family and Australia. | asked if she could play me a song
and she did. She then asked me to play a song and | did. It was a beautiful afternoon
together. We exchanged phone numbers and she invited my family back anytime to play her
grand piano. I’'m praying there will be many more chats in that living room.

| returned home and felt the urge to paint. | immediately put the brush to paper and step by
step this flowed out. Together with the Lord I | quickly realized | was painting my time spent
with my new neighbour.

Encouragement: We know that there are so many sounds that can come from our home.
Some sounds can be cheerful, uplifting and life-giving, while other sounds can be the
complete opposite! There is another sound that is very powerful and that is worship. Don’t
forget how powerful David’s harp was when he played it for Saul.

1Samuel 16: 23
And whenever the tormenting spirit from God troubled Saul, David would play the harp.
Then Saul would feel better and the tormenting spirit would go away.

What sound is being released in your home? What sounds would your neighbours hear
coming from your home? Lord help us become a people who release your kingdom sound
through our worship to you.
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