Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Date Painted: 8th August 2024

When we moved into our home in Japan, we explored the gardens around
our house. We didn't know much about the types of trees that were
waiting for us. Our Japanese neighbours and friends came over to teach
us what was growing - an Ume tree, a Yuzu tree and a Sarusuberi tree.

When | looked at the Sarusuberi tree in winter - | actually thought it was
dead. Seriously. | got my garden cutters out one day and trimmed most of
the branches | could reach. | thought it's days were over and how could
we arrange to chop it down all together? How wrong was I!

Then spring came, a few leaves started growing on all the tall branches |
couldn't reach with the clippers, until the whole tree was beautiful and
green. | was shocked!

Then summer came, and beautiful pink bunches of petals bloomed at the
tips of most of the branches. It's now my favourite tree in our yard!

Did you know?

Our Japanese friend taught us the name Sarusuberi means "Monkey Slip".
The tree got this name in Japan because of the trunk being so smooth that
even monkeys can't climb it! It's also known as a Crape Myrtle or a
Hyakujikko (A hundred day crimson) because of its long lasting bloom.

Prayer: Thankyou Lord for your seasons of life. May we be patient in all
the in-betweens. Amen

Activation: What's something that may look dead that you need to wait
and be patient for to grow and even bloom? Give it time, a new season's

coming!

P.S Apparently monkeys can climb the tree easily!
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